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civilization, its sciences and arts and all its greatness and
glory.
The Muslim kingdom in Spain had begun some-
time before a phase of rapid decline and fall; its re-
maining cities and ports fell successively in the hands
of Christian Spain, so that about the close of the
fifteenth century it comprised only the little kingdom
of Granada with few cities and ports. Then came the
decisive struggle when the two Christian kingdoms of
Castille and Aragon united through the marriage of
their sovereigns, Isabella and Ferdinand V, and Chris-
tian Spain decided to deal its crushing blow to Spanish
Islam. Its united armies poured into the kingdom of
Granada. Granada was then suffering from an alarming
state of affairs; internal discord made its way into it
and it was torn by civil war and split into two hostile
camps; Granada and the neighbouring districts, under
the rule of Abu Abdilla Muhammad, son of Sultan
Abul Hassan the Nasride (known as Boabdil) and
Guadix and the neighbouring districts under the rule
of his uncle Abu Abdilla known by the name of
Azzaghal. Ferdinand and Isabella had waged war on
Islam some years before and wrenched, successively,
Malaga, the strongest Andalusian port (Shaaban, 892
A.H., August, 1487), Guadix, Almunicar and Almeria
(end of 894 A.H., 1489 A.D.) and Baza (Muharram,
895 A.H., December, 1489). Then it was the turn of
Granada, the last Muslim stronghold; its king Boabdil
(Abu Abdilla)1 had strived to have friendly relations
with Ferdinand and acknowledged his sovereignty;
but he was urged by public enthusiasm to wage war
against him. In the course of 895 A.H. (1489 A.D.)
many combats raged between Muslims and Christians
in which the Muslims successfully resisted the invaders
and recaptured many forts. The war stopped for the
winter season and then in the spring the Christians
marched against Granada with a large army furnished
with cannons and abundant munitions, camped in the